Eulogy
Eva Burtenshaw was born Gladys Eva Cunningham at Whiteside, North Pine in Brisbane on 11th February 1910.  Eva and Joyce were twins followed by Myra, Mary and Blair.

Most of Eva’s youth was spent in Gympie where she attended the One Mile School.  Her parents owned a shop on Apollonian Vale where she helped out.  One particular teacher who taught Eva at school called at her parent’s shop one day asking for Eva to serve her.  She insisted Eva serve her each time she entered the shop.  It was her way of building Eva’s self confidence.  Eva was so shy that when she served her teacher she used her fingers and toes to count the cost of the purchase until she gained the self confidence of counting in her head.
Her sister Myra went to ‘Wilgamah Station’ at Bollon as a governess, Eva went with her and worked at the station as a cook/housekeeper.  She had never before made bread and the first lot was a dud, but once she understood yeast her bread baking was much better.  Eva was a renowned cook right up until the last twelve months or so.
Eva returned to Gympie with her family and then proceeded to Kia Ora to Elliott Brothers to share dairy farm on their property.  It was there she met George who was working and living with the Elliotts.  There the courtship began.  Eva then had her own dressmaking shop at Stones Corner in Brisbane.  It was here that George proposed to her and was accepted.  On September four 1940 she returned to Kia Ora Church where they were married, being the second couple to be married in the newly built church. 

Soon after their marriage, George went to war.  Eva ran a boarding house for school boys and at the same time worked as a dressmaker at Fred Cooks Singer Sewing Shop in Mary Street, Gympie.  All during this time Eva never knew where George was or if he was even alive.  George was taken a Prisoner Of War and it wasn’t until the war ended that he was returned to her in 1945, a very weak and ill man.  

Eva took a flat at Coolangatta to be near him at Greenmount Convalescent Camp and after that nursed him back to health.  They then moved to ‘Torumbee Sheep Station’ on the Moonie River to work.  
In 1946 with the imminent arrival of their first child moved back to Brisbane and there had a half share dairy farm at Coomera.  Dorothy was born shortly afterwards.

George and Eva bought a pineapple farm at Amamoor.  They were there for seven years, where Gwen, Grace and John were born.  
In 1956 they sold the farm at Amamoor and bought a dairy farm at Brooloo.  During the next two years George planted pineapples and then sold the dairy herd.  Eva suffered with exemia from the milk of the dairy cows.  George and Eva worked extremely hard and long hours during this time.  
Eva helped do the milking twice a day, as well as doing all the cooking, housework and caring for four young children, all with no electricity.  She only had Mrs Potts irons, wood stove, tilly lamps and a treadle sewing machine.  Eva made all the clothes for the children who were always very well dressed.  
She toiled late into the night and used to take a bowl of custard with her every night to bed for a late night snack.  Eva loved sweets and would struggle through her meat and vegies just to get to dessert.  

Eva never drove a car and walked everywhere.  She had three hip replacements but this never slowed her down.  She used to walk her four children and any other children in Brooloo, to Billy Lowes Crossing to swim every day during the school holidays and weekends.  She also taught Sunday School in the Brooloo Hall.
The CWA was one of the many organizations Eva was involved with and held many positions with the Amamoor, Imbil and Tewantin branches.  She particularly enjoyed all things to do with handicrafts and even after moving to Noosa she’d go to Carramar Retirement Village to teach the ‘old’ people handicrafts.  
Another of Eva’s many skills was cake icing and she did numerous weddings, 21st birthday and other special cakes including those for all of the family.  

In 1959 George and Eva set off on a cruise to England to visit George’s mother and family.  
On the return journey they were invited to sit at the Captain’s table.  When Eva was asked what she would like to drink, she said, ‘Water.’  The poor shocked Captain said, ‘Water, Water, where the hell’s the water!’
Later Eva and George went on a cruise to Singapore, Bangkok and Japan.  In 1988 they went with Gwen, Kevin and Melinda in a motor home tour in New Zealand.  

When George became a Councillor in the Widgee Shire Council, Eva took every opportunity to go to Gympie to meet up with her friends and to do shopping.  She loved being with people.  
In 1973 they moved from the farm house to the Brooloo School house where they lived until 1994 when they sold the property and moved to Laguna Retirement Estate.  There Eva made many friends and enjoyed a busy life which included church services, indoor bowls, concerts, bus trips and shopping.  She enjoyed playing scrabble, doing jigsaw puzzles.  
Sadly Eva’s health deteriorated and in April 2005 had to move to the Noosa Nursing Centre.  Although she was unwell she continued to enjoy her life and enjoyed a great deal of pleasure on her visits back to Laguna being pushed around in her wheelchair to see her friends.  As her memory faded she always said in her own words, ‘I’ve got a good forgettory’.

Eva dearly loved her grandchildren and great grandchildren and just lived for their company.

On September 4th 2005 Eva and George celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary.

Eva Rest In Peace!    
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